KATHY CASTOR
ITH DISTRICT, F

ORIDA

@ongress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, BC 20515—04914

Statement from U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor regarding President Trump’s inhumane policies of
family separation and the conditions of detention centers

President Trump’s immigration policies are misguided and inconsistent with American
values. I strongly oppose the cruel separation of families and the mistreatment of asylum seekers
and refugees. I am appalled by the conditions reported for children and families in detention
centers and have held oversight hearings and supported legislation to tackle the humanitarian
crisis.

I supported House Democrats® H.R. 3401, the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
for Humanitarian Assistance and Security at the Southern Border Act of 2019, which passed the
House last week. This bill would have provided new protections for children and families along
with $4.5 billion in emergency supplemental appropriations to federal agencies for humanitarian
assistance and border security. I am deeply disappointed that the Senate refused to take up our
version of this legislation, but the Senate version of the $4.5 billion emergency aid package was
passed last week and it speeds resources to families. As we move forward, I will continue to
press to ensure that migrant children are protected and treated as we would want our own
children to be treated and that families are reunited.

Thankfully, the federal courts have stepped in to provide oversight and accountability.
Last Friday, a federal judge ordered Trump immigration officials to allow doctors and public
health professionals into detention facilities housing migrant children to address safety and
sanitation concerns. The court also urged the independent monitor to address the horrendous
conditions in Border Patrol facilities and to ensure that doctors assess the detained children’s
medical needs. The court imposed a July 12 deadline for the Trump administration to report on
what has been done “post haste” to fix the conditions.

Last year, when the President’s family separation policy came to light, I called for
immediate oversight hearings to address the reunification of children forcibly separated from
their parents and pressed the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary
Alex Azar and U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Kristjen Nielsen to
reunite children and parents immediately. I also demanded HHS and DHS Inspectors General



(IG) conduct an immediate investigation on how the agencies are keeping track of children
separated from their parents by Trump’s cruel policy and report on the reunification of parents
with their children as soon as possible. The HHS IG reported that far more children were forcibly
separated than reported by the administration. When Democrats took the majority in the U.S.
House one of our first priorities was to hold an oversight hearing that the Republicans had
refused to conduct.

Since then, I have cosponsored HR 541 - Keep Families Together Act and H.R. 2415 -
Dignity for Detained Immigrants Act of 2019. The Keep Families Together Act would
permanently end the separation of children from their parents. The bill also institutes safeguards
to protect and promote the legal rights, health and wellness of asylum seekers. children, and their
families. The Dignity for Detained Immigrants Act targets the inhumane conditions of detention
centers that the Department of Hlomeland Security (DHS) uses to house tens of thousands of
imumigrants. It would end the use of private prisons and county jails to detain immigrants, set
humane standards for detention facilities, increase oversight of these facilities 1o eliminate abuse,
and better protect the civil rights of immigrant detainees.



